	Reception Spring Term Overview 2026

	Welcome to the Spring term!
This term we will be focusing on the topic ‘Journeys’. During the first half term, we will learn about weather changes and compare the weather to other countries such as the polar region. After half term, we will be looking at ‘Space’, Some of the stories we are going to focus on are; ‘Poles Apart’, ‘How to catch a star’, ‘Martha Maps it Out’. 
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	Personal, Social and Emotional Development
This term the children will be learning how to keep themselves safe, as part of our PSHE scheme ‘SCARF’. The children will learn how to see themselves as a valuable individual, identify and moderate their own feelings socially and emotionally, the feelings of others - how to help someone feeling lonely, show resilience and perseverance in the face of challenge. 
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	Physical Development
The children have become a lot more independent in being able to put on their coats last term. We will continue with this as well as putting on their hats, gloves and scarves independently, too! We will work on gross motor skills by finding a space, running on the spot and manoeuvring safely e.g. tiptoe, walking backwards, galloping. We will be linking these skills with our topics by moving like a spaceman. The children will develop their fine motor skills so that they can use a range of tools competently, safely and confidently (suggested tools: pencils for drawing and writing, paintbrushes, scissors, knives, forks and spoons). They will develop the foundations of a handwriting style which is fast, accurate and efficient.
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	Communication and Language
During this term, the children will be engaged in story times - listen to selected texts, texts linked to the topic and end of the day reading for pleasure. They will listen to and talk about stories to build familiarity and understanding.
Our outdoor learning environment will encourage children to question changes that they see both independently and with adult support.

	[image: Image result for literacy clipart]
	Literacy
We are progressing well in our phonics. Children are identifying many sounds and are using their phonics knowledge to read words and sentences. We will extend the children’s learning by writing simple sentences where we will be encouraging the children to use capital letters and full stops correctly. We will continue to promote the use of phonics in all learning areas.
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	Mathematics
This term in maths, we will be consolidating the children’s knowledge on numbers to 10. This will be achieved through concrete, pictorial and abstract activities. We will be working on the children’s knowledge of 1 more and 1 less than a given number, subitising and number bonds to 10. We will also be looking at volume, size and capacity and the use of correct mathematical language. We will focus on rote counting to 20 and recognising the numbers after 10.
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	Understanding the World
We are continuing to explore the changes in weather and seasons with particular focus on winter to spring this term. We will talk about the past and present during our ‘Space’ topic and look at when the first person visited the moon. The children will have the opportunity to listen, respond and ask questions about fictional and non-fictional books. We will be looking at maps of our school/area and discuss features children notice. The children will also be making their own maps.
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	Expressive Arts and Design
This term we will support children in exploring, using and refining a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas and feelings linked to our new topic. We will return to and build on their previous learning, refining ideas and developing their ability to represent them, create collaboratively and share ideas, resources and skills. 
Drawing and painting  
Drawing a picture of a polar region animal.
Creating a painting of an arctic animal. 
Exploring painting with ice and other materials. 
Exploring different materials to build bridges with. 
Observing Chinese art and symbols- recreating these symbols 
DT 
Constructing our own Chinese dragon.
Creating Chinese lanterns. 
Creating Chinese fans.


	Class Dojo

Remember to access Class Dojo as this is an on-line Learning Journal where you can see what your child has been learning in school. You can add photos and comments to your child’s portfolio, too.  Please be mindful that photographs and videos are to be viewed only and not reproduced in any way. Your secure password is your responsibility and must not be shared with others.


	Any additional information:
I hope you are accessing our online Big Cat Collins e-books effortlessly and using them to help your child develop their reading skills.
Our Parent Book Club will be back every Wednesday. Reading is a big priority in reception, and the children really enjoy sharing books with their adults. We hope that this continues to be a big success. 

Holly and Mulberry class:

	
	Holly class

	Monday
	Library book change

	Tuesday 
	PE Day

	Wednesday 
	Parent reading (book club) 15:00pm

	Thursday
	

	Friday
	Check Homework





	We aim to provide a safe and happy environment in which your child will thrive and learn. We are looking forward to working with you and your child in the new term.

Mrs Stoyanova

Ms Weekly (Early Years Lead)
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