Rowan and Chestnut
	Year 4 Spring Term Overview 2026

	During this term we will continue to build on our learning from the Autumn term by building on concepts we have already covered and extending our understanding as well as discovering new learning. 
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	English
In our English lessons we have started the term by writing creative stories with a friendship theme. We will then move onto poetry writing non-fiction writing, such as explanation texts which will link to our science topics.  Children will be encouraged to use many of the features of writing required for Year 4, including fronted adverbials, expanded noun phrases and dialogue. Throughout these lessons, children will be reminded of the importance of correct spelling and fantastic presentation. We will also be thinking carefully about the purpose of our writing and our audience. 
Alongside our English lessons we will continue with our Whole Class Reading sessions where we will develop our inference, retrieval, vocabulary, and fluency skills amongst others.
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	Maths
In mathematics, we will be learning about a number of topics, including place value, decimals and fractions, including equivalent fractions, multiplying 2-digit numbers and finding out about the 24-hour clock. Alongside this, we will be looking at problem solving and applying our knowledge to different questions. 

We will also be focusing on learning our times tables and using division skills to help solve problems. The National Curriculum states that by the end of Year 4 children will be able to recall multiplication and division facts for multiplication tables up to 12 × 12. Children in Year 4 this year will take part in the Government’s Times Table Testing. TT Rockstars will help children develop their fluency. Please use it at home by completing a Soundcheck assessment every day. 
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	Science
Our science topics this term will be animals including humans. We will describe the simple functions of the basic parts of the digestive system in humans, identify the different types of teeth in humans and their simple functions and construct and interpret a variety of food chains. We will also identify producers, predators and prey. Alongside this, will learn to think scientifically, asking questions and finding answers through experiments. 
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	Geography
Our geography topic this term will focus on where Harlow is located in the world. We will be learning how to locate different places in the world on a map and use keys. We will look at the eight compass points and learn how to describe where places are by using these directions. We will also look at different land uses and work out how to use four figure grid references.
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	History
Our history this term will be recapping on different key concepts covered this year through questioning and recalling important information such as, how did the Romans change life in Britain? 
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	Physical, Social, Health and Economic Education (PSHE)
In PSHE, we will be continuing to follow our new SCARF curriculum. Information for the parents is free online. 
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	Art
In art, we will be using line, texture, and colour in our sketching. We will be looking at the work of photographer Cindy Sherman. We are aiming to take and edit our own photos to create self-portraits that represent ourselves and our futures.  
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	Design and Technology
In the second part of the term, we will attempt some basic cooking skills as well as practising our chopping, grating and peeling skills.
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	Computing
In computing lessons, the children will be learning about HTML and understanding that websites can be altered by exploring the code beneath the site. 
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	Physical Education (PE)
In PE, we will be completing “step to the beat” to improve fitness by mixing movement with music. Later in the term we will try to put together some different gym sequences thinking about various shapes such as tuck, pike and straddle. 
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	Music
In music, we are looking at singing, playing instruments and thinking about keeping to the beat. 
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	Religious Education (RE)
In Religious Education we will continue to study religions of the world and will develop an understanding of a range of religions. This term we will continue to look at Buddhism as well as thinking about empathy and compassion.
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	Spanish 
In Spanish, we will be learning how to pronounce words carefully, building on our learning and extending our Spanish vocabulary. 

	Homework will be sent home weekly.
It is vitally important that we are working on children’s reading skills. Please read with your child regularly and ask them questions about the text that they are reading.
At the end of Year 4, children will participate in the Government’s Times Table Testing. This assesses children on their times tables up to 12 x 12 and operates the same as Soundcheck on TT Rockstars. We will do lots of work on times tables throughout the year however any extra practice at home will be of benefit.

	PE Days
In Year 4 our PE days are now Monday (Chestnut) and Wednesday (Rowan), however these days are subject to change. Please remember to remove any jewellery on these days and try to have the correct kit in school including appropriate footwear. 

	We aim to provide a safe and happy environment in which your child will thrive and learn. We are looking forward to working with you and your child this year. 

If you have any questions, please come, and speak to either Miss Kew (Rowan) or Ms Bauckham (Chestnut) after school or via Classdojo. We look forward to meeting with you at the Parents’ Consultations later in the term.

Miss Kew (Rowan), Ms Bauckham (Chestnut).
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