Birch and Willow

	Year 5 Spring Term Overview 2026

	In the first few weeks of the Spring Term, we will be settling back into our timetable ready for a busy term ahead. We will continue to develop skills across the curriculum, especially writing and spelling. The children will also continue to learn about how to regulate anxieties, emotions and develop good mental health with the help of our weekly Scarf lessons and school values: ‘Resilient; Respectful; Responsible; Courageous; Kind.’ The children will continue to work on these values to become their best possible selves’.
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	English
Firstly, we will begin our English lessons focusing on writing narratives based around the short film ‘The Piano’. The children will take part in a range of activities which involve breaking the film down and exploring the music and mood created including the character’s emotions and feelings. Following this, we will focus on discussion text where the children will be given opportunity to develop a structured, balanced argument within their writing.
Finally, we will look at developing a descriptive piece of writing linked to our geography focus of ‘The Amazon’.
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	Maths
During the first half term, we will continue to work on our knowledge of place value, rounding, and negative numbers. We will then move on to learning about converting between different units of metric measure and time, including problem solving. In the second half of term, we will move on to fractions, where we will be developing our understanding of mixed numbers and improper fractions and learning how to convert from one to the other. We will also explore the relationship between fractions, decimals and percentages. All these concepts will require the use of our times tables up to 12 x 12, which is why it is very important for the children to be practising these! (Don’t forget to use TT Rockstars and Maths co.uk).
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	Science
[bookmark: _Int_QTvMqHN2]Our science work this term will focus on the properties and changes of materials. This will include comparing and grouping together everyday materials based on their properties, including their hardness, solubility, transparency, conductivity (electrical and thermal), and response to magnets. We will use our knowledge of solids, liquids, and gases to decide how mixtures might be separated, including by filtering, sieving, and evaporating. The children will also identify and explore reversible and irreversible changes.
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	Geography
In geography this term we will be focusing on the Amazon.
We will be looking at the physical characteristics and key geographical features of the Amazon Rainforest alongside how regions in the UK compare with those in South America. Finally, we be looking at understanding the eight points of a compass and how we can carry out field work to gather information about an area.
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	History
During this term, we will be recapping and reviewing our knowledge of the history we have learnt previously.
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	Physical, Social, Health and Economic Education (PSHE)
This term we continue to follow our SCARF scheme, with a focus on keeping safe. This will include recognising how to spot and address bulling, how to keep safe online, recognising risks and making sensible decisions.
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	Art
[bookmark: _Int_71mnYY6E]This half term we will continue to develop our drawing skills while focusing on the work of Kenturah Davis. Our main focus will be linked to ‘What can a portrait say about us?’
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	Design and Technology 
In the second half of the term, we will be focusing on ‘Celebrating Culture.’ Linked to our last geography and history topic of Greece, the children will be planning, making and evaluating their own Greek dip.
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	Computing
In computing, our topic for this term relates to our work in science. We will be looking at the Mars Rover (Curiosity) and learning about how it was designed, and the methods used to communicate with it. This will involve exploring binary code and Computer Aided Design (CAD). 
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	Physical Education (PE)
Alongside our weekly swimming lessons at the Leisure Zone, the children will be involved in ‘boot camp’ and ‘step to the beat’ activities which will aim to develop stamina and fitness. They will then go on to learning more about striking and fielding activities which include teamwork, accuracy and strategy. 
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	Music
In music this term, the children will continue learning how to play the ukulele with Mr Johnstone. Last term, the children learned their first chords. This term, they will focus on playing individual notes and be taught how to read and use tablature (a form of written music notation). Using tablature, the children will be able to learn and play a variety of classical, traditional and contemporary pieces of music. They will also learn singing parts and perform a whole song, singing and playing their instruments with increasing control and expression.
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	Religious Education (RE)
In Religious Education we will continue to study religions of the world and will develop an understanding of a range of religions. This term we will continue to look at Sikhism and its teachings. 
Later in the term, we will focus on Christianity, considering whether everything that happened to Jesus was part of God’s plan. 
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	Spanish 
We will be further exploring the Spanish language throughout the term and learning new vocabulary linked to 'Eating Out’. The children will learn key vocabulary about food and drink alongside specific vocabulary and key phrases of how to say what drinks they like, what they would like to eat for breakfast, fillings for sandwiches, toppings for pizzas and also the opening and closing times for shops and restaurants. Following this, the children will look at 'My World' where they will apply previous skills and knowledge of topic areas such as family, animals and homes to extend their conversation abilities. They will expand their vocabulary and consolidate their understanding of descriptive language, including subject descriptions. They will learn how Spanish adjectives must ‘agree’ with the noun they describe, in relation to both number and gender. Also, they will find out more about possessive adjectives and explain a family network in detail.

	 

	Please remember to sign your child’s reading record to show that they are reading every day at home and send this along with their reading book to school daily. Reading regularly will help to improve your child’s fluency and comprehension throughout all subjects.

	
Your child should have their P.E kit in school every day. This consists of t-shirt, shorts and trainers. For outside this should also include jogging bottoms and sweatshirt. Jewellery must not be worn please. 

If you have any questions, please dojo either Mrs Ding or Mr Johnstone. Alternatively, please contact admin@downs.essex.sch.uk 

We look forward to meeting with you at the Parents’ Consultations later in the term.

Kindest regards,
Year 5 Team
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