Hazel and Oak

	Year 6 Spring Term Overview 2025

	Welcome back! Oak and Hazel classes have worked so hard in the first term of their final year at The Downs. Spring Term will be just as busy – if not busier!


	[image: ]
	English
In English, we will start the year by focusing on writing a persuasive letter to a person of their choice. The children will write a diary entry on the text ‘The Final Year’. We will also focus on non-chronological reports linked to geography, writing a non-chronological report on rainforests. As always, we will continue to practise spelling, grammar and punctuation aspects of English in preparation for our SATs.
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	Maths
In maths, we will be learning to calculate the perimeter, area and volume of shapes, including using formulae. The children will learn to compare and classify geometric shapes based on their properties and sizes and find unknown angles in triangles, quadrilaterals and regular polygons. The children will also learn to draw and measure angles. We will learn to multiply and divide fractions and use equivalences between simple fractions, decimals and percentages. Later in the term, we will be focusing on statistics, including describing the positions on the full coordinate grid and calculating the average as a mean. The children will interpret pie charts and line graphs. Throughout the term, we will be concentrating on reasoning throughout all the maths we do, and we will be having a clear focus on test-based questioning.  
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	Science
During science this term we will be focusing on electricity. The children will be able to associate the brightness of a lamp or the volume of a buzzer with the number and voltage of cells used in the circuit. They will compare and give reasons for variations in how components function, including the brightness of bulbs, the loudness of buzzers and the on/off position of switches. Children will also learn to use recognised symbols when representing a simple circuit in a diagram. 
[bookmark: _Int_ifEoqgz6]Later in the term, the children will focus on animals including humans, which will teach the children to identify and name the main parts of the human circulatory system, and describe the functions of the heart, blood vessels and blood. They will recognise the impact of diet, exercise, drugs and lifestyle on the way their bodies function. Finally, the children will describe the ways in which nutrients and water are transported within animals, including humans. 
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	Geography
In geography, we will be developing our mapping skills, using the continent of South America as a context. The children will learn to locate the major countries and cities within South America. They will make comparisons between the physical and human features of the UK and South America. The children will be looking at the geographical features and biomes of the continent and comparing them to more familiar locations in the UK. The children will build on their learning from earlier years, recapping four figure grid references and learning to use six figure grid references. 
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	History
We will be recapping our history learning, to ensure the children can accurately recall the major facts.
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	Physical, Social, Health and Economic Education (PSHE)
Our topic in PSHE is keeping safe. The children will learn about understanding their emotional needs. They will also learn how to stay safe online, including the ease at which something posted online can be spread. The children will learn about drugs, including understanding that drugs have medical and non-medical uses and the laws that control drugs in this country. 

	[image: ]
	Art
In art this term the children will be creating a food themed collage that links to personal stories. We will be exploring the use of collage, etching, sculpture and printmaking. We will be focusing on the work of Chila Kumari Singh Burman.
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	Design and Technology
In DT, we will be designing, making and evaluating burgers. The children will understand and apply the principles of a healthy and varied diet. The children will know where and how ingredients are grown, reared, caught and processed. 
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	Computing
In computing, we will be exploring the programme Python which will teach children to complete coding tasks.
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	Physical Education (PE)
In PE, children will be completing the Step to the Beat and Gym Sequences modules of the Rising Stars scheme. These sessions will focus on children building aerobic skills and creating their own gymnastic sequences.

	[image: Image result for music]


	Music
Children will continue to work through the Charanga programme and will have the opportunity to evaluate different genres of music and compose.
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	Religious Education (RE)
In RE, we will be looking at the concept of Salvation and discussing the key question ‘Is anything ever eternal?’. Later in the term, we will be discussing the key question ‘Is Christianity still a strong religion 2000 years after Jesus was on Earth?’
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	Spanish 
We will continue to develop our Spanish language skills within our classes, building on our previous learning.

	Homework 
Please remember to read with your child every day and record it on Learning With Parents. Ensure that your child has their reading book in school every day.
Practise key skills using Times Table Rockstars and Spelling Shed regularly, as well as Spag.com and Maths.co.uk
Ensure that your child has their PE in school every day. 

	And finally…
It certainly seems like this is going to be a very busy term. 
Please contact us via admin@downs.essex.sch.uk to make an appointment if you are at all concerned about your child’s welfare or progress.
We would love to see you to discuss your child’s learning at our parent consultations later in the term. 

Thank you for all your support, it is very much appreciated.

Year 6 Team – Miss Allen, Miss Eldridge and Miss Richie
Mrs Ding (Upper Key Stage 2 Lead)
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